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longer, brighter days around us.
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Fairtrade fortnight: 21st February-6th March

At the church we have lots of exciting things happening to
lead us into the freshness and new beginnings of the season
ahead.
From February we are embarking on refurbishing the
church hall and giving everywhere a fresh lick of paint. We
will also finish the garden project to enable us to make full
use of the outside space in warmer weather.

This year the focus of Fairtrade Fortnight is climate change, and the
growing problems this poses to farmers and workers within the Fairtrade
community. The climate crisis is the biggest threat to the livelihoods of
millions of small-scale farmers and agricultural workers in low-income
countries worldwide. Without a fairer income, they are unable to invest in
the types of mitigation and techniques needed to protect the environment
and their businesses.

So we have plenty to look forward to and we hope to bring new people and
groups into the building to make full use of the church we have been
blessed with. We are open to discuss using the rooms with anybody who
may be interested, for events or celebrations too. We hope it can become a
lovely, welcoming place for the Wattisfield community to use and enjoy - as
much as we at the church do.

COP26 fell far short of what these farmers and workers need, but the
Fairtrade Foundation believes that, by keeping the pressure on government
and businesses, we can all play a part in ensuring farmers benefit from
fairer prices, fairer trading practices and the resources needed for tackling
the climate emergency.

I hope we are a welcoming church. There is a balance to preserving and
honouring the memory of the past but continuing to move forward with the
times we are in, so that everyone feels at home, whether they are a part of
the church or not.

So please do your best to buy fairly traded goods whenever you can.

Jesus never turned people away. He loved, accepted, welcomed and shared
his life with people rejected by society and who were turned away from the
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‘religious’ buildings because they were viewed as ‘not good enough’. Jesus
never rejects or turns anyone away and neither will we. We all have failings
and regrets, but Jesus doesn’t look at our past and judge us. He walks with
us whoever we are, whatever we have done or whatever we may do in the
future. There is no scale of goodness that we have to attain with God. We
are all seen as wonderful in His eyes, just as the day we were born. God
created us, knows us and enjoys being with us every day.

Sunday services at Wattisfield URC
February

Psalm 139 in the Bible tells us how God feels.

6th

11am

Mr Ron Wade, Thetford (Communion)

13th

11am

Mr David Osborne, East Harling

20th

11am

Mrs Jo Patel with Neil Starling from the Falconer
Trust - see Jo’s letter for details

27th

11am

Revd Charles Martin, Halstead

6th

11am

Revd Robin Pagan, Diss (Communion)

13th

10.30

Visit to Thetford URC

20th

11am

Mr Neville Hodson, Thetford

27th

11am

Mrs Gwynneth Tilley, Bury St Edmunds
Mothering Sunday

3rd

11am

Mr Ron Wade, Thetford (Communion)

Here are a few verses from The Passion Translation:

Lord, you know everything there is to know about me.
You perceive every movement of my heart and soul and you
understand my every thought before it even enters my mind.

March

You are so intimately aware of me, Lord. You read my heart like an
open book and you know all the words I’m about to speak
before I even start a sentence!
You know every step I will take before my journey even begins.
You’ve gone into my future to prepare the way, and in kindness you
follow behind me to spare me from the harm of my past.
You have laid your hand on me!
The Puddle Duck Café on a Saturday morning (1st and
3rd of the month) is going very well and will continue
throughout 2022. We have welcomed many new
folk visiting and sharing in the lovely cakes that Mary
makes. What would we do without her!
We have also had some more informal church services lately, where we
keep the café tables and chairs set up and share drinks and nibbles together,
either before, after or during the service. I hope these can become known
as ‘Puddle Duck Church’ and anyone who wants to come along and see what
2

April


Annual church meeting
Our Annual Church Meeting will be at 7.15pm on Tuesday March 15th,
followed by an ordinary church meeting, as is our custom. There will be a
lot to discuss so perhaps it might be sensible to bring your sleeping bag!


‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord,
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to

give you hope and a future.’
Jeremiah 29:11
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A
Round tuit
At long last, we have a
Sufficient quantity for each of you to
Have your own. Guard it with your life. these
tuits have been hard to come by, especially the
round ones. This is an indispensable item. It will help

we do on a Sunday will feel welcome, with no obligation. We
simply meet to be together, learn more about God and who He is
for us, and being a Christian is not a pre-requisite for coming to
the church.
Last month we had a lovely service in this relaxed ‘Puddle Duck’ style to
welcome a new member, Gordon Biden. Gordon lives in Diss but travels to
Wattisfield every Sunday and we really appreciate his company and wisdom
in every area of church life. At the same service we were joined by our
friends from St Margaret’s to re-affirm the connection we have and that the
two churches will continue to work together.

Will get done!

This month (Sunday 20th February at 11am) we will be welcoming a speaker,
Neil Starling, who works for the Falconer Trust. He will be telling us about
their work at the Falconer Children’s Home in Zambia. We regularly collect
knitted clothing and other items that are needed and they send them out to
the Home. As a church we enjoy supporting their great work and it will be
lovely to hear where our donations go and how they help the
children. Please do come along and support Neil and if you or
anyone you know likes to knit then please bring your knitting
and we can hopefully send a bag of gifts back with him!

A rabbi asks his students, “How can we determine the hour of dawn, when the
night ends and the day begins?”

So we hope to see you soon and if you are unsure of when the café,
services or other events are taking place at the church, or if you have any
questions, please contact anyone from the church or see our posters and
website:

you become a much more efficient worker. For years, we
have heard people say, “i’ll do that as soon as i get
a round tuit.” now that you have a round tuit
of your very own, many things that have
Been needing to be Accomplished

DAWN

One student suggests, “When, from a distance, you can distinguish between
a dog and a sheep.” “No,” the rabbi answers.

www.wattisfieldurc.co.uk

“Is it when you can distinguish between a fig tree and a grapevine?” asks a
second student. “No,” the rabbi says.



Jo

“Please tell us the answer then,” say the students.

THANKS

“It is,” says the wise teacher. “when you have enough light to look human
beings in the face and recognise them as your brothers and sisters. Until then
the darkness is still with us.”

A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who gave up his/her New Year Bank Holiday
morning to join the working party at Wattisfield. Your strenuous efforts
were greatly appreciated - and we certainly made a difference!

(From A Bundle of Laughs, J John & Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books.)
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Greetings from sunny tenerife
The usual Covid19 preparations for departure to Tenerife on 19th
November 2021, the 17th year of our retirement winter travels, just become
ever more taxing. The pandemic seems to have turned all life on Planet
Earth upside down, taking millions from their loved ones.
However, over the past two months since arriving here, the warmth in
Tenerife has made up for the effort, giving us plenty of exercise with walking
and swimming most days. Face masks are worn at all times outside and in
restricted public places, and we seldom visit restaurants. So far we have
been keeping well, thank goodness.
A sandstorm from the Sahara desert descended on us recently, as it does
one or twice over the winter. Strong winds (60-70 mph) and poor visibility
mean staying inside as much as possible. It’s the only time our face masks
are welcome; we even wear two pairs at once for better protection!
Since leaving home, many URC emails have been arriving on my phone with
all the information on refurbishment plans taking place outside and inside
the church. Thank you, and also for the pictures. Jo has always been
instrumental in looking at things with new eyes which is good. Our
treasurer has been keeping an eye on finance and working very hard
supported by members. I am sure a new facelift will be helpful to attract
more people to our church, as are the coffee mornings Mary and Jo have
introduced so successfully. New styles of worship and music are important
too, although a challenge sometimes to us older members! What does not
change are the seasons; with spring in the air and God’s plan we are
privileged to go forward into another year. If Covid19 can turn the world
upside down, maybe the Christian church will do so too in these demanding
times, sharing God’s love and hope with all.
With best wishes,

Michael
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News from diss
Regular events are up and running again at Diss, with their monthly united
service with the Methodists at 10.45am on the fourth Sunday of the month
and the Welcome Café on Fridays from 9.30am- 12md.
Dove Dementia Café is on the first Wednesday of the month from 10am1pm, February and March 2nd. This is a meeting place with activities and
refreshments plus a light lunch, for people with dementia and their carers.
Dove Song is on every 3rd Monday of the month at 1.30pm, February and
March 21st. Led by a qualified music therapist, this is a therapeutic singing
group particularly for those with Parkinson’s disease, dementia, those
recovering from strokes or anyone needing to exercise their lungs. It is open
to all and a donation to cover costs (as can be afforded) is appreciated.
Dove Café Church is held on the fourth Monday of the month at 1.30pm,
February and March 28th. This is a short, informal service with traditional
hymns, reflection and prayer followed by refreshments.
For more information about these and other activities held in the church,
please go to the website: dissurc.org.uk


Thetford services
Our next church service will be on the 13th February and will include Holy
Communion. We shall have a zoom fellowship on 20th February and
possibly a service in church on 27th February.
Robert has had a positive response from Wymondham URC about sharing
two services, one at Thetford and one at Wymondham, and will let you
know the dates in due course.



‘If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it.’
(From A Bundle of Laughs, J John & Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books.)
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Ode to a pill

Well done, Jacob!

Little Pill here in my hand,
I wonder how you understand
just what to do or where to go
to stop the ache that hurts me so.
Within your contents lies relief,
you work alone in disbelief.
You sink in regions there below
as down my throat you quickly go!
But what I wonder, little pill,
is how you know where I am ill,
And just how do you really know
exactly where you have to go!

Another of Adrian and Penny’s grandsons has been in the news; this time
it’s Michael’s son Jacob. He wrote to Ixworth Parish Council late last year
asking for a bridge to be put in place over the busy A143 Ixworth bypass
which he often crosses with his mum and younger brother to walk their dog.
Eight-year-old Jacob said in his letter, “When we stand at the road I get
really scared by all the fast cars and lorries. I think we need a bridge to
make it safer and quicker to cross the road. If we had a bridge, more people
would be able to cross and see the lovely views, and animals would be able
to cross without being killed.”
The 60mph stretch is used by thousands of drivers daily, and with a new
housing development planned for the village, the volume of traffic is set to
increase. Parish councillors have been campaigning for a safer crossing for
the footpath since the bypass was built 25 years ago.

I have a headache, that is true;
My broken ribs need attention too!
So how can anything so small
end my aches in no time at all?

A spokesperson for Suffolk Highways said, “We would like to thank Jacob for
bringing his concerns to our attention . . . . However we are unable to
provide any timescales at this stage”. Watch this space!


Do you work alone or hire a crew
to do the good things that you do?
I’m counting on you mighty strong
to get to there where you belong.
Don’t let me down, please do not shirk
to do your undercover work.
So down my throat, be on your way
and end my aches for one more day.
‘Don’t take a wrong turn’ is my plea . . .
I can’t take more till after three!
(With thanks to Pam)
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Candlemas at St Margaret’s
On the last Sunday in January our congregation joined with St Margaret’s
for a Communion service led by Philip celebrating the Feast of Candlemas.
This commemorates the presentation of the baby Jesus in the Temple when
His true identity was recognised by Simeon and Anna after many years of
faithful watching and waiting.
It was a lovely service full of light, hope and joy, and as always we were
made very welcome by our Anglican friends who also provided delightful
refreshments after the service - including little buns with candles in the
middle - not to mention Denise’s trademark Parmesan biscuits.
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“doddie”

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

We share the sadness of Dorothy Scarfe’s family in their loss in early
February of a beloved mum, ‘Super Gran’ and auntie. Doddie, who was
loved and respected by us all, was a faithful witness to our Lord throughout
her long life in good times and bad, having lost her husband at an early age
and then her son David, tragically at about the same age as his father.

The World Day of Prayer worship service has a special annual theme which
is developed by women of a different country each year. A national
committee then prepares an order of service on that theme.

Doddie was a stalwart member of Hopton Methodist Church and always
there every Sunday - just as she was always there in Hopton shop every
weekday morning to collect her local paper and chat to all and sundry. I’m
sure that this too was part of her Christian witness.

The overarching theme of the service is HOPE – very appropriate for this
time when the world is coming to terms with the ongoing risks of a
pandemic and the looming climate crisis.

We rejoice that dear Doddie is now with her Lord whom she loved and
served, and send our deepest sympathy and love to Linda, Graham and their
family.

“Tis Jesus the first and the last,
whose Spirit will guide us safe home;
we'll praise Him for all that is past
and trust Him for all that's to come.”


For 2022 the theme is “I know the plans I have for you”, and the service has
been prepared by women from England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The service in this area will be at St Mary’s Church in Walsham on Friday
March 4th at 2.30pm, followed by refreshments, and ALL are welcome. It’s
not just for the ladies!



A LIFE WELL LIVED
A life well lived is a precious gift
Of hope and strength and grace,
From someone who has made our world
A brighter, better place.

Local preachers
We’re also sad to report the passing of Cedric Wells of Garboldisham after a
long and distressing illness. Cedric had been a local preacher for many
years, and I recall him preaching in Market Weston Methodist Chapel more
than 60 years ago! He was another example of faithful service over a long
lifetime; likewise Keith Robathan of Walsham, who also used to preach
regularly at Wattisfield and died last autumn. My apologies to Diana, Keith’s
daughter, for omitting to include Keith’s passing in our last edition.
Our love and condolences to Avis and family, and to Diana and her family
with our prayers for God’s comfort and strength in their sadness.
6

It’s filled with moments, sweet and sad
With smiles and sometimes tears,
With friendships formed and good times shared
And laughter through the years.
A life well lived is a legacy
Of joy and pride and pleasure,
A living, lasting memory
Our grateful hearts will treasure.
Anon
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